Jfc"	XOX-VIOLENCE IN  PEACE AND  WAR
an Indivisible whole. You cannot divide social, economic,
political and purely religious work into watertight corupart-
r.ieVxs. I do noz know any religion apart from human acti-
vkv. It provides a moral basis to all other activities which
riiev would otherwise lack, reducing life to a maze of
'sound and fury signifying nothing3.33
"Seeing the influence you wield over the people," he
was next asked, "may we inquire whether it is the love of
tlie cause or tlis love of the people that moves you?"
k'Lov$ of the people/5 was Gandhiji's unhesitating
reply. "Cause without the people is a dead thing. Love of
the people brought the problem of untouchability early
into my life. My mother said, 'You must not touch this
hoy. he is an untouchable.3 cWhy not?' I questioned back,
a:id from that day my revolt began."
No Exclusion of Politics
"You would expect us Christians to copy your
example. Should we allow our religious motive to plunge
us into politics?55
wCThose who come from different parts of the world
into ihis country cannot say/' replied Gandhiji, " cwe shall
have nothing to do with the politics of the country.' They
would not be true to their faith, if they bargained with the
government in order to supersede their fellow-feeling with
the people. Supposing the government does a grievous
wrong to the people of the soil and the missionaries are told
thai they must not lift a finger to prevent it, surely, the
least they can do is to leave the country by way of signifying
their displeasure at the perpetration of the wrong. If a mis-
sionary puts himself out for service, opportunities will
come—today it may be in the economic sphere, tomorrow
in the social, next time it may be in the political field. You
cannot then say, fiI shall confine myself to this or that work
and do nothing else.3 When I went to South Africa I knew
nothing about that country. I was bound to my client
only. Yet, within seven days of my reaching there, I found
that I had to deal with a situation too terrible for words."

